
No matter who you are, where you come from, what you look like, or what you are
wearing, you are welcome here! No matter where you are in your faith, you belong here.
All we want is to help you experience the presence and love of Jesus Christ! If there is
anything we can do to help you feel more at home, please feel free to ask one of the
greeters located at the sanctuary doors. We would love for you to join us for
refreshments downstairs in the Fellowship Hall after worship. We are so glad that you
are here and hope you will worship with us again soon! 

Welcome to St. John’s! 

Welcome & Announcements

Introit                                                        “Pavana“                                                     W. Byrd

Answering God’s Call to Worship
     One:    Wherever we are from, and wherever we are going...
     All:      God calls us here!
     One:    Whether we have come by ourselves or with someone else...
     All:      God meets us here!
     One:    Whether we feel close to God, or we long to feel closer...
     All:      God welcomes us here!
     One:    Let us give ourselves to God!

^ Hymn                                 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                              

Prayer of Invocation & Confession (ending with the Lord’s Prayer)                           
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
     And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into
     temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
     and the glory forever.  Amen.
 
Promise of Forgiveness

^ Gloria Patri (#71 in the red hymnal) 
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
     Amen. Amen.

Reflecting God’s unconditional love to all! 

August 9, 2026 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Worship Notes
There are offering trays
located at each entrance to
the sanctuary. If you would like
to give, you can put your
offering there before 
worship. You can also 
give online using this 
QR code.

If you have a prayer request,
there are blue prayer cards in
your pew racks that can be
put in the trays, as well.

The ^ symbol indicates that
you are invited to stand, as you
are able.

The hymns can be found on
pages 3 and 4 of the bulletin,
and the scripture readings are
printed on the back.

Please note: This service is
being live-streamed and
archived through our social
media channels. While the
video focuses on the worship
leaders, participants may also
appear in the recordings.



^ Affirming Our Faith                                                                               
     As followers of Jesus Christ living in this world—
          which some seek to control, but which others view with despair—
          we declare with joy and trust: Our world belongs to God!
     From the beginning, through all the crises of our times,
          until the kingdom fully comes, God keeps covenant forever.
     God is King! Let the earth be glad!
     Christ is Victor; his rule has begun!
     The Spirit is at work, renewing creation. Hallelujah! Praise the Lord!

     We rejoice in the goodness of God, renounce the works of darkness,
          and dedicate ourselves to holy living.
     As covenant partners, set free for joyful obedience,
          we offer our hearts and lives to do God’s work in the world.
     With tempered impatience, eager to see injustice ended,
          we expect the Day of the Lord.
     And we are confident that the light which shines in the present darkness
          will fill the earth when Christ appears.

     Come, Lord Jesus! Our world belongs to you.

Scripture Reading                            Genesis 45:1-15                                     Kate Johnson

Children’s Time

Anthem                           “Dear Lord and Father of All Mankind”     Parry, arr. Marchand       

Scripture Reading                           Genesis 50:15-26   

Sermon                                               “Life Rerouted”                                Rev. Dr. Marshall       
Summer Sermon Series: “Anything but Ordinary”

^ Presentation of Offering & Doxology
     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
     praise him, all creatures here below;
     praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
     praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

^ Prayer of Dedication & Prayers of the People 

^ Hymn                                             “Be Still My Soul”

^ Benediction 
  
^ Postlude                                              “Fantasia”                                                 PraetoriusAfter the Postlude, you are

encouraged to greet one
another (especially people you
don’t already know!) and come
downstairs for a time of
refreshments and fellowship. If
you see someone standing
alone, go talk to them!

Enriching Our Worship of God
Music Director      Janet Kaido
Usher                      Kate Johnson
Greeter                    Chrissy Bouvier
Coffee Servers      Kathy Johnson, Marianne McClennen
Devon Brass          Mark Ator, Jeff Estabrook, Frank Mercurio, Paul Steege

In response to the good news
of our forgiveness in Jesus
Christ, we profess our faith in
Christ each week through the
Affirmation of Faith. Today’s
Affirmation comes from, “Our
World Belongs to God,” a
confession written in 1986 by
the Christian Reformed
Church in North America.

After the sermon, there will be
a brief musical interlude,
offering time for reflection.







August Birthdays
Happy birthday to everyone in our church family who is
celebrating a birthday this month! Please wish them a
happy birthday in person at church or send them birthday
wishes by text, email, or a card in the mail. If you would
like to be included in our birthday lists, please contact
Barbara McConnell (blbmcconnell@aol.com).

August 3 Jean Converse
August 6 Megan Hillier
August 10 Nancy Coradi
August 11 James Adams
August 11 Teagan Bullock
August 11 Connor Loftus
August 15 Michael Kaskey
August 17 Claire Hangen
August 17 Kate Little
August 17 Betsy Miller
                      
                        
Wednesday Men’sDay Lunch
Our next men’s lunch will be Wednesday, August 19 at
Noon. Men of all ages are invited to bring their lunch to the
church and eat together in Fellowship Hall! No RSVP
needed, and there’s no agenda; just an informal time of
food and fellowship together. Come a little late or leave
early if you need to. If you have any questions, just ask
Pastor Patrick.

Scan the QR code to subscrible to 
our Children & Youth Newsletter:

Youth Bible Study will not be meeting for the summer
and will resume in the fall!

Announcements

Congregational Life

Children & Youth

August 18 Brian Binkley
August 18 Gavin Kerr
August 18 Brandon Marshall
August 18 Mark Ntow
August 19 Caroline Hillier
August 19 Ann Roberts
August 22 Emily Marshall
August 29 Brian Bouvier
August 29 Patricia Marshall 

Women’s Book Study – 2 Opportunities
The Sunday book group is taking the summer off and will
resume with a new book study in September. Contact
Nancy Wolfe (nj.wolfe@verizon.net) for more information.

The Monday group meets at 10:00 a.m., both in person
and on Zoom (use the church Zoom link found on the
website under Resources). They are reading From Widows
to Warriors: Women's Stories from the Old Testament by
Lynn Japinga. Copies are available in the church office. If
you would like to find out more, Contact Nancy Arico
(nancy.arico@verizon.net) for more info.

Men’s Group
The Wednesday morning men’s group is taking a break for
the summer and will resume in the fall. Until then, come to
one of our Wednesday Men’sDay lunches!

Faith Formation

Interested in Joining St. John’s?
We would love for you to become a part of our church family! You can indicate your interest on the Fellowship Pad or
contact one of our pastors. They will get in touch with you to set up time for coffee to discuss your interest.

Memorial Service

A memorial service for longtime St. John’s member Sue
Parsons will take place next Sunday, August 16 at 1:00
p.m. in the sanctuary. All are welcome to come give
thanks to God for the life of our beloved sister in Christ!

Office Helpers - Thank You!

We would like to thank everyone who volunteered in the
church office this past week while Annie was away:
Stephanie Crill, Betsy Miller, Jim Ryland, Lynne Hay, Lisa
Scolari, Nancy Higgins, and Jeanne Lynam. We are so
grateful for the time that you give to your church family!
And for anyone interested, there will be another
opportunity to volunteer when Annie gets married
(September 30 through October 6)! A signup link will go
out soon.

mailto:nj.wolfe@verizon.net
mailto:nancy.arico@verizon.net?subject=Monday%20Book%20Group
mailto:nancy.arico@verizon.net


If you would like to support the life and 
ministry of St. John’s, you can scan this 
QR code to give online.

Financial Update
An update for the month of July will be available next
week. As of June 30, year-to-date operating income from
all sources totaled $429,891, above budget by $72,408,
due largely to some people already giving their full
pledges for the year. That always slightly inflates the
financial picture in the first part of the year, but averages
out as the year progresses.

Expenses year-to-date are $323,167, under budget by
$11,100.

Income minus Expenses yielded a surplus of $66,765.
Thank you for all the ways that you make the life and
ministry of our church family possible!

Annie and Ridgley have been away at Montreat with
the high school youth. They will be back in the office
on Tuesday. Any announcements for next week’s bulletin
or email must be sent to Annie by Noon on Wednesday. 

Friday is Patrick and Ridgley’s sabbath day, and the
church office is closed on Saturday. If you email or call
on those days, you will not get a response until they are
back in the office.

If you have a pastoral emergency pertaining to a
death, hospitalization, or crisis situation when the
office is closed, please call 484-604-0499

This Week in the Church Office

Giving

Scan this QR code to subscribe to our weekly email update:

Next Sunday, August 16 - Our High School youth will lead worship, sharing what they experienced at their annual Youth
Conference in Montreat, NC!

Sunday, September 13 - We will once again be packing 10,000 meals for Rise Against Hunger in the afternoon.

Sunday, September 20 - Save the date for our Fall Kickoff! We will gather for our first Sunday School class of the year
followed by a meal together as a church family after worship.

Wednesday, September 23 - Supper at St. John’s returns!

Looking Ahead...

Congregational Care

The Ntow’s New Address
Two weeks ago, we said goodbye to the Ntow family
before they moved to Texas where Mark will be working
on his PhD. If you would like to keep in touch with them
(or send Mark a birthday card on August 18!), their new
address is:

Mark Ntow
600 N. Onyx Ave, Unit #1
Edinburg, TX  78541

We are looking for volunteers to help our nursery worker
on Sundays this Summer. We already have people in the
nursery who can pick up kids and handle any physical
parts of the role, but we need another adult to sit in the
rocking chair and engage with our kids to help fulfill our
child protection policy requirements. If we cannot have
two adults in the nursery, then we cannot provide nursery
care, which is one of the most hospitable things we can
do for our young families (and visitors!) Please contact
Pastor Ridgley or click the link in the weekly newsletter if
you can help!

Nursery Help Needed



Sunday, August 9
8:30 am     Trustees Meeting (Kean Room)
9:30 am     Worship
11:00 am    Women’s Fellowship Meeting (Downstairs Classroom)

Monday, August 10
10:00 am   Women’s Book Group (Kean Room)
 
Tuesday, August 11
5:00 pm     Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall)

Thursday, August 13
5:00 pm     Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall)

Saturday, August 15
9:00 am     Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall)

Sunday, August 16
9:30 am      Worship (Montreat Sunday)
1:00 pm      Sue Parsons Memorial Service (Sanctuary & Memorial Garden)

Church Staff

Rev. Dr. Patrick Marshall
Senior Pastor

patrick.marshall@stjohnsdevon.com

Rev. Ridgley Beckett
Associate Pastor

rbeckett@stjohnsdevon.com

Annie Carruthers
Church Administrator

admin@stjohnsdevon.com

Janet Kaido
Director of Music

music@stjohnsdevon.com

Nancy Arico
Treasurer 

(outgoing funds)
treasurer@stjohnsdevon.com

Brian Bouvier
Financial Secretary

(incoming funds)
brianbouvier57@gmail.com

St. John’s Mission Statement
Reflecting God’s unconditional love to all!

Faith
We seek to grow in our faith and to

recognize God’s presence in our
lives through scripture, worship, 

music, fellowship, study, and prayer.

Love
All people are welcome here. 

We are a caring, inclusive,
intergenerational community,

following Jesus Christ’s example to
love everyone, to be with one another
in difficult times, and to share in each

other’s joys.  

Service
We are passionate about helping
those in need within our church
family, in our local communities,

across the country, and throughout
the world. Led by the Holy Spirit,
we are generous with our time,
talents, and resources to bring

hope to others in tangible,
transformative ways.

Vision Statement
A spiritual home for the community where…

everyone is welcomed with open hearts, showing each other grace in a complicated world
people find belonging as they are known, valued, and loved
together, we grow in our knowledge and love of God
Jesus inspires us to serve others with compassion

Core Values

Scan this QR Code for the complete church calendar:
This Week at St. John’s



Today’s Scripture Readings
Genesis 45:1–15
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from

me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians
heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to
me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or
angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the
land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but
God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my
father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You
shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's children, as well as your
flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother
Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all
that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, while
Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.
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Genesis 50:15–26
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back

in full for all the wrong that we did to him?”  So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he
died,  ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore
please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  Then his brothers
also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.”  But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in
the place of God?  Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous
people, as he is doing today.  So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.  So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father's household; and Joseph lived one hundred
ten years.  Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of the third generation; the children of Machir son of Manasseh were also born on
Joseph’s knees.  Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die; but God will surely come to you, and bring you up out
of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”  So Joseph made the Israelites swear, saying,
“When God comes to you, you shall carry up my bones from here.”  And Joseph died, being one hundred ten years old; he
was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.
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Notes


